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Funding Proposal

Assistance for parents of children with Down syndrome in South Africa to attend the next World Down Syndrome Congress in Cape Town, August 2012.

Down Syndrome International (DSi) is a federation of international organisations and individuals committed to ensuring the quality of life and human rights for all people with Down syndrome. We believe this can only be achieved through improved knowledge of the condition, sharing of information and resources, and promoting good communication and co-operation throughout the global Down syndrome community. A powerful vehicle to help enable this is the World Down Syndrome Congress (WDSC). 
WDSC is an international conference held in a different country every 3 years and involves a stimulating programme of presentations and workshops from delegates from all over the world. It acts as a forum for the global Down syndrome community to share knowledge and best practice and provides a unique platform for individuals with Down syndrome from different countries and cultures to represent themselves and express their views.  WDSC is an inspirational and educative event for all who attend and we encourage the residents of the host country to be involved as much as possible. Unfortunately the registration fee is too high for many to afford and we have received a large number of requests from parents of children with Down syndrome for it to be reduced. This is only possible with external financial support.
· WHO WE ARE
Down Syndrome International (DSi) is a UK based international charity (registration no. 1091843) and comprises 2 full time staff, 15 board members representing 12 different countries and worldwide affiliate members who have input into the organisation through our committee structure. 
DSi's main aims are to provide information, resources and support to Down syndrome groups globally, with a focus on education, healthcare, social opportunities and employment. We also raise awareness of the condition, encourage intercommunication and collaboration within the global Down syndrome community and provide a global voice for Down syndrome in the context of the international disability community and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
To date, DSi has succeeded in;
· delivering an outreach programme in Libya with the financial support of the BG group Libya;
· facilitating and promoting the World Down Syndrome Congress (WDSC) every 3 years;
· developing an international Scientific Advisory Research Group (SARG) to support the WDSC and all DSi activities and encourage research into the educational and developmental needs of people with Down syndrome;
· promoting World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD) on 21st March each year and encouraging worldwide participation;
· providing a website (www.ds-int.org) and e-mail distribution list for international discussion.

· WORLD DOWN SYNDROME CONGRESS (WDSC)
The WDSC is an international event held every 3 years. The next WDSC is to take place in Cape Town, South Africa from 15th-17th August 2012 and DSi’s role is to act as host and promoter, and help organise proceedings together with Down Syndrome South Africa.  

Why is WDSC important?
WDSC is the most important event for the global Down syndrome community and is hugely beneficial for the following reasons.
· It acts as a meeting of minds for health, educational, and research practitioners of Down syndrome to share the latest knowledge and developments with each other and the wider Down syndrome community.
· It presents an opportunity for people with Down syndrome from all over the world to voice their wishes and desires, express their views and defend their human rights in an open forum. This is provided by a pre-conference Synod which allows young adults with Down syndrome from across the world to meet their peers and discuss important issues affecting their daily lives. The first Synod was introduced at the last WDSC held in Dublin in 2009 and 128 individuals with Down syndrome took part. 
· It provides up to date advice and access to support for parents, relatives and caregivers of those with Down syndrome.
· It invites Down syndrome organisations from every country in the world to represent themselves and promote their activities. This is especially important for organisations from developing countries that have fewer resources available for self promotion and where people with Down syndrome are in greater need of advocacy. 
· It proffers networking opportunities and encourages intercultural dialogue between countries.
· It is a chance for the world to celebrate Down syndrome and applaud the achievements of people with the condition and those working to better their quality of life and prospects.

WDSC 2012
The 11th WDSC is to take place in August 2012 and will focus on the ‘Big Five’ themes:
· Rights: promoting, protecting and ensuring the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.
· Education: Ensuring that all disabled children and young people can fully participate in an inclusive education system.
· Social Participation: Removing attitudes and environmental barriers that hinder full and effective participation in society.
· Health: promoting access to the same range, quality and standards of free or affordable healthcare as provided to other persons.
· Employment: promoting the right to work, on an equal basis with others, including the rights to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted.

An exciting programme has been planned and the structure of the Congress will be 3 days of plenary and concurrent presentations from individuals with Down syndrome, professionals in the field of Down syndrome and family members from all over the world representing a wealth of knowledge and experience. It also provides a one day pre-conference Synod for young adults with Down syndrome , one day of post-conference workshops and meetings, along with excellent opportunities for networking, exchange of ideas and formation of friendships.
Invited to attend are individuals with Down syndrome, families and other direct carers, researchers, clinicians, therapists, educators, government personnel and other interested persons wanting to learn more.

· IMPACT
The 10th WDSC was held in Dublin in 2009 and was attended by over 1,450 people from 65 different countries. It is expected that approximately 2,000 people are likely to attend the next WDSC in South Africa and already a great many enquiries have been received and interest for the event is clearly gathering momentum. 
WDSC’s popularity amongst parents of individuals with Down syndrome is evident but unfortunately we have also received a large number of complaints from parents saying that the registration fee, which currently stands at R3,995.00 (£356.97), is far too high and they will not be able to attend unless it is reduced. 
Between 650 and 700 parents attended the last WDSC, approximately 400 of which were locals. Therefore we have estimated that we require a further R1,598,000.00 ($222,275.12) of donations to allow all the expected South African parents to attend for free. 

· FUNDING REQUEST
DSI is a small charity that relies heavily on the support of charitable donations to support its essential work. Without financial support it is simply not possible for us to reduce the registration fee so that local parents of children with Down syndrome in South Africa are able to attend the WDSC. We respectfully ask you to support us by donating R39,950.00 ($5,544.12) so that 10 parents of children with Down syndrome, who could otherwise not afford it, are able to attend. 

For further information contact:  Sophie Appleby (Trust and Corporate Fundraiser)
   sophie.appleby@ds-int.org
 				   Tel: +44 (0)208 614 5126.
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